Thursday, September 18, 2003 


By N. J. McMICHAEL 


The Student Government 
Association held it's first meeting 
of the semester on Thursday, 
Sept. 11. The elections for sena- 
tor-at-large were announced, and 
several positions were filled 
within the SGA. 

The SGA senator-at-large 
elections will be taking place 
from Sept. 23 - 30. Voting will 
take place on Blackboard. There 
will be a link on the Blackboard 
homepages that will take stu- 
dents to the voting area. Students 
intent to run forms were due yes- 
terday, Sept. 17. 

Tiffany Johnson was unani- 
mously voted on to fill the open 
executive secretary position, ef- 
fective immediately. 

Kevin Powell, a former sena- 
tor-at-large, was voted as the aca- 
demic affairs chairman. 


Tiffany Hayes will be filling 
the public relations chair posi- 
tion. 

The vacant College of Liberal 
Arts seat was filled by freshman 
Byron Stuart. 

Terrance Neal, a second-year 
senator, said, "I really support 
the fact that a freshman wants to 
get involved with SGA. We 
should have more first-year stu- 
dents showing interest." 

The executive board dis- 
cussed many concerns that they 
would like to focus on for this se- 
mester, including the length of 
Thanksgiving break being unfair. 
They are also carrying over from 
last semester the fight to change 
the parking sticker policy to in- 
clude hanging tags, which are re- 
movable, and hang from the 
rearview mirror of cars instead of 
sticking to windows. They say 


Kevin Gaspard 


The SGA plans to draft a proposal that would change 
the parking stickers to hanging rearview mirror tags. 


this would eliminate the problem 
of multiple stickers on some cars. 

SGA President Brad Craft 
also expressed concern about the 


Sigma Nu hosts campus blood drive 


jor, said she was there to save lives. Stephens hasa 


By Nei CASSARD 


Last Wednesday and Thursday, LifeShare 
Blood Center was on campus conducting a blood 
drive to benefit area hospitals. The blood drive, 
which was co-sponsored by Sigma Nu fraternity, 
was held in the University Center. LifeShare Blood 
Center comes to campus every two months to seek 
blood donations from LSUS students and faculty 
— and anyone else wishing to donate. 

After the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks of 2001, peo- 
ple came out in record numbers to donate blood, 
which was rushed off to New York City and Wash- 
ington, D.C. However, in the two years since then, 
donations have dropped off considerably. 

The LifeShare personnel collected a total of 39 
pints of blood over the two-day blood drive~ a 
disappointing number for Chris Jones, a sopho- 
more marketing major and member of Sigma Nu. 
Jones said, “It is everyone's responsibility to do- 
nate blood when he or she can in order to con- 
tribute to the community, and to save lives.” Jones 
also said that the blood drive was Sigma Nu's me- 
morial to the victims of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 


11. 


Chantelle Stephens, a senior biochemistry ma- 
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a pint of blood. 


counts. 


very rare blood type and said she felt it was her re- 
sponsibility to donate to those with the same blood 


Whether it was their first or tenth time to do- 
nate, most who came shared the same sentiment— 
they were there to help others. Some wanted to 
honor our fighting soldiers abroad, and others just 
wanted to help the next local citizen involved in an 
accident or in need of surgery. Few complained of 
dizziness or other possible side effects of donating 


Jason Ascol, a senior general business major 
who was giving blood for the first time, said he 
was there because he is a member of Sigma Nu and 
wanted to boost donations. He said every pint 


Dakota Hamilton, a freshman biological sci- 
ence major, was giving blood for the second time. 
The first time she gave blood was to help a mem- 
ber of her own family; this time she simply wanted 
to carry on the cycle of life. 

LifeShare will hold another drive on campus 
in November. For more information, contact Life- 


Share at 222-7770 in Shreveport, or 742-4636 in 


Bossier City, or log onto http://www.lifeshare.org. 


length of time someone must 
serve as a senator before being 
able to run for an executive office 


position. 


"I'd like to shorten the time a 
person is a senator to increase 
competition for executive seats,” 
said Craft. 

Senators are students from 
different aspects of campus life, 

juging representatives of each 
ge on campus. 
As of now, senators must 


o an executive position. 
The meeting was adjourned 
ith the senate in agreement that 
this year will bring change. 

Several members of SGA, in- 
cluding Craft, Executive Vice 
President Lacey Spencer, and 
Johnson, expressed their opti- 
mistic views of the upcoming se- 
mester. 

"We are the voice of the stu- 
dent body; it's time that we really 
stepped up,” said Spencer to end 
the meeting. 


Port serves up meal cards 


BY N. J. McMICHAEL 


The Port, located in the 


University Center, has imple- 
mented a meal card plan this 
semester, starting at $50, 
which can be used for any 
purchases made within the 
Port. This system has been put 
in place to “be there for stu- 
dents to eat on when they 
have no money,” according to 
Sue Brown, manager of The 
Port. 

The meal cards can be 
purchased, however, with 
more than a $50 value. The 
Port keeps track of the balance 
of cards each day. Each card is 
good throughout one semes- 
ter. Cards purchased this se- 
mester will be voided on Dec. 
13 — the last day of exams. 
The meal cards have been rea- 
sonably popular, being a con- 
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venience for students. The 
cards are available not only to 
students but anyone affiliated 
with LSUS, including faculty 
and staff. 


The Port is 


“(The Port meal 
cards are to] be 
there for students to 
eat on when they 
have no money.” 


~ Sue Brown 
Manager of The Port 


working 


steadily to fully utilize the 
ease that is and will be associ- 
ated with The Port meal cards. 
By next year, the management 
plans to have a working slide 
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Clarifications: 

In the Sept. 11 issue, the Almagest 
misquoted Kristina Sojka, the Phi Mu 
president. 

We also wrongly termed formal 
recruitment as “rush.” 
Neither representatives from the 
Phi Mu or Zeta Tau Alpha sororities used 
or support the use of the term “rush.” 


Editorial Policy 

The information presented in this publication by no means 
reflects the opinions of the administration or staff of LSUS. The 
Almagest seeks to provide information for the LSUS campus 
and community; to involve students, faculty and staff; and to 
provide a public forum for ideas as guaranteed in the First 
Amendment of the Constitution. Letters to the Editor are en- 
couraged. However, the staff reserves the right to edit letters 
for clarity, length, and content. Any letter submitted by a club 
or organization must be signed by all members of the group or 


by the group's president. The Almagest reserves the right not to 
publish submitted materials. 


The Almagest is published on Thursday mornings and is printed by the Natchitoches 
Times. 

Comments and complaints are welcome and should be addressed to Candice Leone, 
Editor-in-Chief. They must be accompanied by your full name and email address. 


Letters to the Editor 


Dear Editor, 

I read with great interest the opinions expressed 
by Quinton Bell in the September 4, 2003 edition of 
The Almagest. 1 commend Mr. Bell on his thoughts 
and dreams, but I would like to offer a slightly differ- 
ent approach to the issue of seeing through the de- 
ceptions in the world. ; 

Mr. Bell's stance is that many colleges have be- 
come mere "job training institutions", due to "the im- 
portance our society places on money.” 

I agree that our society values material wealth 
very highly, perhaps even too highly. But if Mr. Bell 
believes that LSUS has shirked its responsibilities, | 
must disagree with him. I am a College of Business 
student, and I came to LSUS for one purpose: job- 
market preparation. 

Today's accreditation standards and complex 
business environment demand that LSUS cram as 
much business knowledge and theory into us as they 
can during our short stay. 

If LSUS were to delete business course from the 
curriculum just to replace them with "good-citizen 
classes", then they would be remiss in their responsi- 
bilities to my future employer and me. They would 
not be preparing me as best they could for my future 
career. 

We hold the ultimate responsibility for our own 
education, Only by taking control of our own minds 
and opinions can we “help create a better society", as 
Mr. Bell puts it. 

To that end, I submit the following suggestions 
and challenges to all of the students of LSUS: 

1, Educate yourself on issues that are impor- 
tant to you. Whether that issue is of a political, eco- 
nomic, religious, moral, or 
"insert-your-own-category" nature, dig for facts until 
you feel that you can form a defensible position. 

Do not cheat yourself by being satisfied with 
headlines, sound bites, or talking heads. 

As Mr. Bell so aptly pointed out, most media 
sources are biased, leaning one way or the other. This 
forces us to seek out more than one source for our in- 
formation. 

Most issues are not two-sided, like.a coin. Opin- 
ions on most issues follow along a continuum, with 


any number of stops along the way. 

Find your own stop on important issues. Do not 
allow yourself to simply follow the crowd, whether 
that crowd is Republican, Democrat, Baptist, Muslim, 
Labor, or Environmentalist. Remember, just about 
everyone has an agenda. 

2. Challenge ignorance, in yourself and in oth- 
ers. By that, | do not mean stand by the flagpole and 
preach every day. What I mean is tactfully challenge 
opinions that you do not agree with or do not under- 
stand. Tact is the key here. 

Just ask a simple question like, "I did not know 
that. Where did you get that information?" 

The ensuing discussion or debate can lead to 
tremendous growth in your knowledge base, or it 
may lead you to a new position. 

In either case, you are a winner. If a person is of- 
fended by your challenge, he is probably some jack- 
ass that did not see Suggestion #1. This person will 
probably begin to rant and label you as a member of 
some undesirable group (racist, chauvinist, homo- 
phobe, liberal, etc.). 

In this situation, you may well win some con- 
verts to your side by maintaining your composure 
and civility, while he makes a total fool of himself. 
Again, you win. 

3, Donot be afraid to change your mind if the 
facts demand it. As our knowledge, understanding, 
wisdom, and experience grow, our views change. 

Remember how awesome the game Chutes and 
Ladders was when you were two years old? Same 
principle applies here. Welcome changes in attitudes 
and opinions, because they signify growth. 

In order to defend ourselves from the deceptions 
in today's world, we must arm ourselves with the 
necessary weapons, Clear vision requires an open 
mind, education, and civility. 

Do not fear the differences in viewpoints. Em- 
brace them. Debate them. Recognize that those dif- 
ferences made this great experiment, the United 
States, the wonderful place it is today. 


James P. McElwee 
Senior, Accounting/Finance Major 


Sex and the Campus 


What constitutes a "whore?" 


BY BO WELLBORN 
OPINION 


In matters of sex, what is 
moral? In our generation, sexual 
freedom and expression is more 
open and accepted than in any oth- 
er generation, but do we still have 
sexual tier systems? 

Are we still categorizing sexu- 
al exploration? 

Why is it that a man can have 
multiple sexual partners and he is 


considered a "stud," and a woman 
who has the same number of part- 
ners is called a “whore?” Why are 
their gender standards based on 
sexuality? 

Walk down a street and ask a 
man, "How many sexual partners 
have you had?" and he might lie to 
improve his ego by raising his 
number, But ask a woman the 
same and she will probably lower 
her number to not seem whorish. 
Is sex that taboo? 


Five partners, 10 partners, one 
partner without a diamond ring? 
Who makes this standard, and do 
we follow it? In some standards, I 
would be a saint, yet in others I 
would be whore. 

I ask so many questions so 
that you can answer them. 

What do you think about sex- 
ual gender standards? Are they 
fair and if so, what are the criteria 
to be considered "promiscuous?" 


The Almagest Letters Policy 


The Almagest requests your reactions through letters to the editor. Let- 
ters should be typed and double spaced. Please include your classifica- 
tion and major. Letters should be submitted to the Almagest office, BH 
344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the Thursday publication date. 
Obscene, libelous and anonymous letters might not be printed. 


The Almagest reserves the right to edit all letters. 


BY MARTHA DURHAM 


On Tuesday, Sept. 9, the Catholic 


Student Union held a Welcome Back 
Mass in the University Center during 
Common Hour. Father Pike Thomas, the 
new chaplain for the Catholic Student 
Union, led the group of 15-20 students 
and faculty in a Daily Mass. A light 
lunch and a meeting followed the Mass, 
which lasted around 20 minutes. 

Thomas, a priest at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Catholic Church, became the 
chaplain for the Catholic Student Union 
this semester. He will lead the Mass at 
their meetings and help run the organi- 
zation. 

"| think students will be very excit- 
ed to meet and work with him,” said Bri- 
an Hirsch, an adviser for the Catholic 
Student Union. 

Elise Parker designed the program 
for the Mass. Tony Rizzo, a graduate 
student at LSUS, provided the music for 
the Mass with his guitar. 

The Catholic Student Union also 
held their officer elections after the 
Mass. Melanie Foreman was elected 
president, and Sarah Bradeen was elect- 
ed vice president. 

Foreman, a senior psychology ma- 
jor, said she was happy with the turnout 
for the Mass. 

Elizabeth Zippi, a chemistry profes- 
sor and an adviser for the Catholic Stu- 
dent Union, said many of the people 
who attended the Welcome Back Mass 
were new to the organization. 


CSU holds welcome back mass 


The leaders would like to see the 
Catholic Student Union grow in num- 
bers. 

"I'd like to see a lot of the same peo- 
ple coming back,” said Zippi. 

Hirsch, director of the Career Cen- 
ter and acting director of Student Activ- 
ities, said, "Anybody is welcome, like in 
any of the other faith-based organiza- 
tions.” 

Foreman said she would like to see 
the group "expand and for them to be 
able to increase their faith as they in- 
crease their knowledge.” 

She said she would also like to hold 
special Bible workshops and go on re- 
treats, 

Zippi, who has been an adviser for 
the Catholic Student Union since it be- 
gan at LSUS, would like to see the or- 
ganization hold more Masses if students 
were interested. 

The Catholic Student Union holds 
Mass on Holy Days. They also hold a 
special "Blessing of the Blue Books" and 
other testing instruments before finals 
each semester. 

In the past, the Catholic Student 
Union has participated in food drives 
and gone on mission trips to places like 
Mexico. Both Zippi and Foreman would 
like to see the group become more active 
in campus and community service. 

The Catholic Student Union meets 
the first Tuesday of every month in the 
University Center during Common 
Hour. 


WHEN YOU 
CAN'T BREATHE, 


‘NOTHING ELSE 


Help the 
American Lung Association 
fight lung disease. 
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BY NISREEN N. HAJAJ 

As the syllabi were passed to students at 
the beginning of the semester, professors rec- 
ommended that students buy a booklet 
called “Understanding Plagiarism" by 


“(Understanding 
Plagiarism] is to provide 


students with an 
educational device....that 
would serve as a guide to 
help the student....” 


~ Merrell Knighten 
Dean of College of Liberal Arts 


Thomas Jewell, to have a better understand- 
ing of plagiarism. 

Some students object to the idea of hav- 
ing to buy the booklet, and want LSUS to 
make this information available for free. 

Since some students were reluctant to 
buy the booklet, Merrell Knighten, dean of 
the College of Liberal Arts, said it was sug- 
gested at the faculty senate meeting that stu- 
dents buy the booklet as they do a parking 
sticker at the beginning of the year. The price 


Friday, September 
Theatre / Shreveport 


Stramna 


Plagiarism booklet stirs debate 


of the booklet would be included in the stu- 
dent's registration fees, if the suggestion were 
enforced. 

Jewell defines plagiarism as "using 
someone else's words and ideas in a paper 
and acting as though they are your own ... 
copying someone else's ideas, paragraphs, 
pictures, or anything that you borrow with- 
out giving credit to the originator of the 
words and ideas,” 

The booklet also states guidelines for 
avoiding plagiarism, and rules on how to at- 
tribute, quote and cite electronic resources. 

According to Knighten, the Academic 
Misconduct Committee discovered that 
some students do not understand what con- 
stitutes plagiarism. 

Knighten said the first step to helping 
students better understand the issue is "to 
provide students with an educational device, 
in order to allow them something compact, 
easily accessible and very available that 
would serve as a guide to help the student 
avoid getting in trouble with plagiarism." 

Knighten stressed the fact that there are 
increasing efforts by the university to help 
students avoid plagiarism. 

The faculty and administration are tak- 
ing measures to ensure that students are 
knowledgeable enough to understand what 
constitutes plagiarism. 

The booklet costs approximately $8 and 
is available at the campus bookstore. 
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“Al Scasen Before D 


BY DANA BRIAN 


The University Center Theater 


will be alive with southern flavor this 
weekend, as the LSUS department of 
communications presents "A Lesson 
Before Dying." 

The play, which was adapted for 
the stage from the novel by Ernest 
Gaines, will run Sept. 19-21, with per- 
formances beginning at 8 p.m. 

The production is being directed 
by Robert Alford II, an assistant pro- 
fessor of communications at LSUS. Al- 
ford, a graduate of Yale School of 
Drama, has directed over 50 produc- 
tions throughout his career and is ex- 
cited about the upcoming 
performance. 

"The play is very challenging, but 
the process has been relatively stress- 
free, with the biggest concern being to 
show the proper respect for the seri- 
ousness of the subject matter,” said Al- 
ford. 

Alford said he chose this play be- 
cause of its remarkable reputation asa 
novel, as well as its Louisiana setting 
and the issues discussed in the play. 

"A Lesson Before Dying” is the sto- 
ry of two young black men, trapped in 
a small town in Louisiana during the 
1940s. Jefferson has been sentenced to 
the electric chair for a crime he didn't 


The play is set in south Lousiana. 


Almagest 


Kevin Gasrans 


‘A Lesson Before Dying’ will run from Sept. 19-21 in the University Center Theatre at 8 p.m. 


commit. In’ desperation, Jefferson's 
grandmother seeks the aid of strug- 
gling school teacher Grant Wiggins. 
Wiggins, who considers himself a 
“prisoner” of the South, agrees to help 
the real prisoner, Jefferson, learn a few 
things during his last months alive. 
Over the course of these final months, 
the two men teach each other valuable 
lessons about manhood, heroism, as 
well as living— and dying — with dig- 
nity. 

The cast for 
the LSUS produc- 
tion features an 
array of actors 
and actress, all 
with varying ex- 
periences on and 
off the stage. 

"We have a 
very strong cast, 
several of whom 
are making their 
theatrical debuts,” 
said Alford, 

The leading 
role of Jefferson 
will be played by 
H.  Delvecchio 
Wesley. Wesley, 
who was born in 
Shreveport, be- 
gan his career as 
an amateur boxer. 
After deciding 
this was not the 
path he wanted to 
Kevin Gasrano follow, he began 

to chase his child- 


hood dream of being a stand-up co- 
median. Following several radio 
broadcasts and charity performances, 
Wesley decided that it was time to add 
acting to. his repertoire. 

Charles Montgomery will play the 
role of Grant Wiggins. Montgomery is 
a native of Shreveport and has been 
involved in sev- 
eral performanc- 
es at Shreveport Yay. 
Little Theatre. 
Some of his most re- 
cent performances 
were in the LSUS#. 
productions of "A ¥¥¢ 
Raisin in the Sun" 
and "The Waiting 
Room." 

The role of Vi- 
vian _ Baptiste, 
Wiggin's _ girl- 
friend, will be 
played by Keesha 
Bishop. Bishop has been acting since 
the age of 9 in various school produc- 
tions and church plays. She has been a 
radio personality for WNDC in Baton 
Rouge and a co-host for the Sickle Cell 
Telethon in Baton Rouge. Her most re- 
cent role was as Maggie in "Summers 
in Suffolk," under the direction of Al- 
ford. 

Joseph Jacobs will be making his 
theatrical debut in his role as Rev- 
erend Ambrose. Jacobs says that his 
progression to the stage is a natural 
one, since he is used to "acting a fool” 
on a daily basis. 

Alan Mathison will play the role 


of Paul Bonin. Mathison has been ii 
volved in theatre since 1996, when } 
first appeared in "Rumors" at Shrev 
port Little Theatre. Since then, he hi 
been involved in several production 
at Shreveport Little Theatre, as well 

performing in the ust 
production of " 
Raisin in the Sun 

The role 

Sam Guidry wi 
be played by Chr 
Pierce. Pierce wa 
born and raised | 
Shreveport and hi 
returned to th 
area after seeki 
his fortunes in a 
las and Nashvill 
He has over 80 pe 
formances as 
stand up comed 
an, having pe 
formed in Shrevepa 
at the Funny Bone, Alligator Joe's af 
Jennifer's Lounge, among other ver 
ues. 


Barbara Stewart will play the ro 
of Emma Glenn. Stewart made hi 
professional acting debut in Georg 
Wolfe's "The Colored Museum." Hi 
latest role was as the older Robin: 
"Summers in Suffolk." 

The cast has been rehearsing th 
play for over six weeks, and Alfon 
expects a good audience response t 
wards the performance, 

"Quite a few people have e 
pressed their eagerness to see the pla 
especially those who have read th 
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a play based on the novel by Ernest Gaines; Liberal Arts professor 


resented by authors book on court 
the LSUS Department of Communications 


book," he said. 

Alford said the play 
will run just under two 
nours and he discour- 
ages parents from 
bringing their children. 
"There is some pro- 
fanity, and the issues of 
Capital punishment, 
acism and injustice are 
probably too strong for 
younger children,” he 
Said. "] would suggest 
high school students or 
older.” 

Tickets for the per- 
formance can be pur- 
chased in advance from 
fhe LSUS bookstore, 
Which is located in the 
niversity Center. 
Tickets will be $10 for 
the general public, $5 
for students of LSUS, 
Centenary, BPCC, 
Southern-Shreveport 
and area high schools, $5 


embers of the military. 


Cast members have been rehearsing for over six weeks. 

one hour prior to the performance for $12. 
For more information about the perform- 

ance, contact Alford at 797-5283 or via e-mail 

at ralford@pilot.lsus.edu, 


for LSUS faculty and staff and $5 for groups of 
or more, senior citizens, educators and 


Tickets will also beavailable at the door, 


justice controversy 


BY Bo WELLBORN 

Political Science professor 
Dr. William Pederson, in a 
new book about the U.S. 
Supreme Court, speculates on 
possible candidates when a 
vacancy occurs on the court. 

Pederson has many com- 
ments on the possible appoint- 
ment of a new Supreme Court 
justice. "Because of the 2000 
election and the Gore versus 
Bush controversy in Florida, 
the Supreme Court has more 
media attention and contro- 
versy than ever," said Peder- 
son. 

In the 2000 election, the 
Supreme Court's decisive ac- 
tions in favor of George W, 


“Our Supreme 
Court is split five- 
to-four justices, 
with the majority 
being conservative, 
with the next 
appointee, comes a 
potential shift in 
power for the next 
generation of 
justicesand democ- 
racy for our 
nation” 


~ Dr. William Pederson 
Political Science Professor 


Bush thrust the Court into na- 
tional attention, Since then, 
talks of a new justice to the 
Supreme Court have emerged. 
"Our Supreme Court is 
split five-to-four justices, with 
the majority being conserva- 
tive," said Pederson. "With the 
next appointee, comes a po- 
tential shift in power for the 
next generation of justices and 
democracy for our nation." 
According to Pederson, 
liberals and conservatives 
have fought for years over 
these nine positions. The first 
Jewish justice appointed to the 
Supreme Court was Louis 


Courtesy of Wittiam Peoerson 


Dr. William Pederson, Po- 
litical Science professor 
is in the forefront of 
Supreme court debates 


Brandeis. President Woodrow 
Wilson appointed him to the 
seat. "Conservatives were not 
happy with Wilson's decision 
because Brandeis, a Jewish 
man, was a radical pro-lower 
class man,” said Pederson. 

Pederson said the ap- 
pointment of Brandeis was the 
most controversial in history, 
yet that could all end with the 
possibilities for the upcoming 
appointments. “With the 
House and Senate being so 
closely bi-partisan, the shift of 
power in the Supreme Court 
could have a lasting effect on 
democracy for generations to 
come,” he said. 

In his book "Leaders of the 
Pack: Polls and Case Studies 
of Great Supreme Court Jus- 
tices," Pederson shows the 
framework of the Supreme 
Court and its duties. "This is 
the first and only book about 
the Supreme Court showing 
both polls and case studies,” 
said Pederson, 

In his book, Pederson pre- 
dicts two possible contenders 
for the not-yet-available seat. 

"This book shows a lot 
about the past generations of 
justices, but it also predicts for 
the future,” he said. 

Donna Byrd, a senior po- 
litical science major, read Ped- 
erson's book. 

"I liked his book so much, 
I Xeroxed the bibliography 
and read authors like Peder- 
son,” she said. 

The book is on sale now at 
the bookstore for $32.95. 
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Sports sites coming soon |CSA offers new intramurals 


BY DANA BRIAN 


With line-ups complete, uniforms on the way and excitement 
building for the upcoming LSUS sports season, one thing is still 
missing - Web sites for the new athletic teams. 

James Bobbitt, LSUS webmaster said he is working on a daily 
basis with the entire athletics department in order to obtain all the 
information needed for a complete, up-to-date Web site for all of the 
new athletics. 

"Since the information is still not 100 percent finalized, there is 
still a slight delay,” he said. "We are working very diligently to gath- 
er the information in order to complete the sites.” 

According to Bobbitt, the average time to design an athletics 
Web site is three to five months. Because of the complexity of the 
new Web sites, the design time is longer and can take up to six to 
eight months to complete. 

Bobbitt said the Web sites for the athletic teams will be database 
driven and will allow the athletics staff to input their own data and 
statistics using a secure control panel. 

"This site will be the best place to come for all things related to 
LSUS athletics,” said Bobbitt. "The site will have all of the current 
news, schedules, scores, rosters, full stats and results." 

Currently, Bobbitt is the only webmaster and is also in charge of 
the LSUS main Web site design and development, as well as Black- 
board and student e-mail support. This is another contributing factor 
to the delay in completing the new athletic Web sites. 

Bobbitt expects to release the new sites before the beginning of 
the basketball season in November. 

He said he has not received any complaints about the lack of in- 
formation concerning the new athletics, and those working on the 
Website know. that everyone involved is doing his part to finish the 
site as soon as possible. 

"We strive to have useful information for potential and current 
students, Pilot fans and the general public, but our view is that we 
would rather have up-to-date information rather than wrong and 
out-of-date information," said Bobbitt. 

O.L. Kelly, head coach of the cheerleading and pom squads, is 
anticipating the completion of the new Web sites. 

He said that the new site for the cheerleaders and pom squads 
will contain pictures of the squad members, their biographies and in- 
formation regarding their past cheering or dancing experience. 

"The site will also contain an application that you can download 
and submit, to make applying to be on the squads a little bit easier 
for students," said Kelly. 

Kelly believes that the Web sites will be a great recruiting tool 
for the university, 

"Web sites are much easier to change and update with informa- 
tion as opposed to brochures, which can go out of date pretty quick- 


ly. 


ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT FOREST FIRES, 
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BY HEATHER STEPHENS 


Students who love athletics 
or are just looking for a way to 
meet other students have many 
options when it comes to recre- 
ational sports at LSUS. 

Many changes, as well as ad- 
ditions, have been made to recre- 
ational sports this year. Brian 
Schmidt, the Student Activities 
coordinator, made improve- 
ments to the intramural program 
after coming to LSUS last spring. 
"A lot more time has been put in 
this semester and that is what it's 
all about," he said. 

There are five components 
of recreational sports: intramu- 
rals, fitness, outdoor recreation, 
special events and sport clubs. 
There are also four intramural 
sports that compete at the end of 
the season in a state champi- 
onship, including flag football, 
court volleyball, five-on-five bas- 
ketball and softball. League in- 
tramurals include flag football, 
tennis, soccer, and court volley- 


ball. Both tennis and flag football 
started their season on Sept. 2. 
Sign-ups for court volleyball and 
soccer begin Oct. 3. 

Almost 300 males playing’ 
flag football, well over the 
amount from last spring. They 
have already played one pre-sea- 
son week, The post-season be- 
gins Sept, 29. 

The new fitness program is a 
great way for students to learn 
how to maintain a healthy 
lifestyle. Cardio kickboxing and 
water aerobics are offered on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. These 
classes were scheduled for 7 a.m. 
and 3:30 p.m. originally, but both 
were rescheduled for 3:30 p.m. 
The pool in the HPE building is 
open to all students on Wednes- 
days from 2-4 p.m. 

Outdoor recreation includes 
backpacking, canoeing, caving 
and camping in the Ozark Moun- 
tains. Registration has already 
begun for the camping trip, 
which is scheduled for Sept. 19- 
21. Registration for canoeing be- 


gins Sept. 22. This program will 
teach the basics of canoeing, The 
caving and backpacking trips are 
scheduled for spring. 

Another way to meet people 
and win prizes is to get involved 
in special events. These will in- 
clude the Madden challenge on 
Oct. 16, where students will com- 
pete to win the Madden 2004 
game for Playstation 2, the Rock 
‘n Jock flag football game on Oct. 
25, where students will face off 
against players from the Battle- 
wings and the Luscious 5, a 5k 
run/walk on Nov. 5. 

The sport clubs include four 
sports: lacrosse, weightlifting, 
cross country and soccer, all of 
which Schmidt said are already 
successful. "In fact, Tech and LSU 
have called wanting to play a 
scrimmage," he said. 

To register for these sports 
and events, students can go to 
the student activities office or log 
onto — http://www.lsus.edu/osa/rec- 
sports.itm. All recreational sports 
are free. 


item purchased in The Port. 
The Port has just recently extended its 


card machine in place, which will save time 
for everyone involved in the campus dining 
process. The card users now still have to sign 
for every use, but this practice is for the card- 
holders protection. 

There is no identification, as in student 
IDs or names, on the cards, only card num- 
bers, which was also employed for the user's 
security. 

If a card is purchased for $50, and the 
cardholder eats in The Port for lunch every- 
day, the card should be expected to last about 
10 days, as most meals in The Port are approx- 
imately $5. 

A usual meal is a sandwich, French fries, 
| and a drink, but the cards can be used for any 


Want this space? 
Advertise in 
The Almagest. 
Call /97-5328 for |Mme 


hours to better serve the population of LSUS. 
The grill is now open until 3 p.m. everyday, 
while the coffee bar is open until 8:30 p.m. The 
coffee bar offers salads, sandwiches, coffee 
and a homemade soup of the day. The Port 
opens every morning at 7:30 a.m. for break- 
fast. 

Brown said they extended the hours be- 
cause we “want everyone to know it's here." 
The Port can accommodate 122 students in the 
dining area and also encourages students to 
use the sofas and sitting area located there, but 
students are not allowed to eat in the lounge 
area. 

The Port meal cards are available in The 
Port and in the bookstore, located next to The 
Port in the UC. 
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Hypnotist mesmorizes the UC |Community health focus 


of new degree program 


BY RACHEL WRIGHT ——— 
Dr. Jim Wand promised fun 


and energy when he recruited vol- 
unteers for his hypnosis show, 
Tuesday in the Port. 

Describing his show as a "jour- 
ney beyond imagination," Wand 
encouraged LSUS students to par- 
ticipate in his “emotional roller 
coaster ride, complete with highs 
and lows." 

Wand currently holds a Ph.D. 
degree in psychology and is the 
founder of Wand Enterprises, the 
Hypnosis Agency, A native of 
Chicago, Wand practiced hypnosis 
clinically for eight years before tak- 
ing his nationally acclaimed show 
on the road. He performs 250-300 
shows every year. 

"The concept is very unique,” 
he said of his show. "Participants 
don't get zapped or put to sleep — 
just mellowed out, and I swear | 
don't let them lose control." 

Wand also warned audience 
members to be careful as they 
“have the potential to undergo 


Courtesy oF Jim Wann 
Dr. Jim Wand, hypnotist, 
visited campus on Tues. 


hypnosis just as easily as volun- 
teers do.” 

During the hypnotism, Wand 
took several students to an imagi- 
nary beach for relaxation in the 
sun, made them ride a motorcycle 
over rough terrain, and had them 
kiss fantasy celebrities. These per- 
formances occurred before a 
packed house of students and fac- 
ulty, who laughed wildly through 
the show's entirety. 

Some participants even imper- 
sonated lyrical renditions of the 
pop celebrities, Britney Spears and 


Shania Twain. 

Third-year business law major, 
Kyle Mace, who impersonated 
Twain, said he "remembers falling 
asleep and making out with 
Christina Aguilera." Mace said he 
felt great after the show and that it 
was the best experience he ever 
had. "Now, I just feel like dancing,” 
he said. 

Wand said he tries to personal- 
ize his shows by reading the audi- 
ence and determining their specific 
needs. "I always try to work pop 
culture into my shows, like the mu- 
sic and television programs they 
are into. No show is ever the 
same," he said. 

According to Wand, working 
within the elements of noise and 
distraction is crucial when hypno- 
tizing his volunteers. "I try to em- 
phasize that noise (when present) 
makes them go down deeper,” he 
said. 

“Typically the southern re- 
gions of the United States are more 
laid back," Wand said. “Initially it 
takes more to get them animated, 
but once I do they really get into it. 
People are very open to it.” 


-Jason’s Flick Picks 


BY JASON LIMERICK 

Hey everybody- just wanted 
to let you know that we are at- 
tempting to work with a local 
theater to ensure that we can al- 
ways have reviews for you of the 
newest movies in theaters, but 
since that hasn't happened yet, 
today we'll be doing a new-to- 
video review. 


"Confessions of a 


Dangerous Mind" 
Directed by George Clooney 
and starring Sam Rockwell, Julia 
Roberts, Drew Barrymore and 
} Clooney himself, “Confessions” 
is a movie that's hard to classify. 
Technically, it's a bio-pic of the 
life of famed TV producer Chuck 
Barris (creator of "The Gong 
Show,” "Phe Dating Game,” "The 
Newlywed Game" and many 
} more), but it drifts in and out of 
fictitious accounts of Barris's life 
} as a CIA assassin who murders 
under the guise of “Sunny 
Sixkiller” while chaperoning 
winning contestants on their va- 
cations. It sounds weird, and it 
is. Rockwell takes the lead and 
gives a noteworthy performance. 
He's one of those actors you 
know, because you've seen him 
in this or that, but who you'll 
soon know because he'll be win- 
_ ning awards and headlining any- 
thing he wants. Clooney does a 
great job with his first effort in 


more scope and intelligence than 
most I've seen. It bounces around 
a lot, and can leave even the most 
attentive person confused at 
times, but Clooney does a great 
job of keeping things flowing 
and wraps it up well. There is 
also footage of real interviews 
from people who were actually 
there mixed in with the movie. It 
adds impact to the story, and 
keeps you guessing whether Bar- 
ris is really making these scenes 
up. Roberts, who isn’t my fa- 
vorite actress, does a great job in 
a small role for her, and Barry- 
more surprises me with one of 
her more emotionally genuine 
roles. It's edgy, stylish, and real- 
ly quite fascinating. 
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“Bulletproof Monk" 
Webster's College Dictio- 
nary defines crap as a) vulgar b) 
excrement or c) Slank term for 
undesirable. I now define crap as 
"Bulletproof Monk." Wow, this 
movie was bad.‘I would spend 
some time breaking down the 
plot for you, but since it reads 
like a 7-year-old wrote it, I'll just 
give you some highlights. A 
monk (Chow Yun-Fat) must 
guard the "Scroll of the Ultimate" 
(that's right, folks- that's what 
they call it) against some Nazis 
and runs to New York City 
where he takes up with street- 
wise pick-pocket "Kar" (Sean 
William Scott) who appears to be 
the prophesized successor to tak- 
ing care of the scroll. So basically, 
if you take every cheesy action 
movie cliché, mix it with some 


BY MELISSA INGRAM ———— 


The department of kinesiolo- 


gy and health sciences, located in 
the HPE building behind the Uni- 
versity Center, has introduced a 
new degree for this semester. 

The Bachelor of Science de- 
gree in Community Health is rec- 
ognized as the only 
undergraduate program of its 
kind in the state. This degree of- 
fers many job opportunities in 
places such as non-profit organi- 
zations, rural governments, 
churches, senior centers and 
schools, just to name a few, 

This degree's main objective 
is to enhance the quality of a 
healthy lifestyle in a community 
setting, according to Dr, Timothy 
Winter, chair of the department 
of kinesiology and health sci- 
ences, 

Winter said this degree is 
beneficial for people who want to 
pursue health or health-related 
professions, 

One of LSUS' new faculty 
members, Mary Hawkins, assis- 
tant professor of kinesiology and 
health science, is the contact per- 
son. for the Community Health 
program. 

Hawkins said she hopes stu- 
dents will become interested in 
the program and see the variety 
of job opportunities available. 
She said she sees this program as 
a great field to go into because of 
the local hospitals, nursing 
homes, schools and their ties to 
the community. 


some of the worst wire fighting 
this side of a classic Jet Li flick- 
you've got the movie in a nut- 
shell. The real problem I had 
though, was that I love Chow 
Yun-Fat. From “Hardboiled and 
The Killer" to "Replacement 
Killers” and "Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon,” the man is a ge- 
nius. His character is the only 
thing that works in this film, but 
he's not enough to save it. I gave 
it one star because of Chow, and 
because I found myself having a 
lot of fun making fun of it. 
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Jason's off the scale, 
must see, all time 
classics 

"Snatch" 


This is the coolest 
movie ever made. I know that is 
a point of contention, I mean 
you've got "Pulp Fiction," "The 
Blues Brothers,” "Trainspotting," 


Hawkins said she feels very 
welcomed into the LSUS family 
and said everyone has been kind 
and helpful. Originally from Ba- 
ton Rouge, she received her bach- 
elor’s and master’s degrees from 
Northwestern State University. 

She is currently working to- 
ward a Ph.D. degree in health sci- 
ences at the University of 
Arkansas, where she plans to fin- 
ish in December, She said she 
hopes the Community Health 
program will prepare students to 
be quality health educators. 

There are three areas of con- 
centration in this program: 
American humanics certification, 
health behavior and physical ac- 
tivity. 

The American humanics con- 
centration is a certification for in- 
dividuals interested in working 
with non-profit organizations. 
Health behavior is an area for 
those individuals desiring more 
in-depth study of health content 
and behavior. 

The physical activity concen- 
tration is a major means of reduc- 
ing illness such as_ obesity, 
diabetes and heart disease in to- 
day's society. 

Through this program, stu- 
dents will get the background re- 
quired to promote health 
education not only in Louisiana, 
but throughout the country. 

For more information about 
the Community Health degree 
contact Hawkins at mhawkins@pi- 
lot.Isus.edu or 797-5197, 


"Stormriders” and tons of other 
cool movies out there, but for 
my money nothing kicks ass like 
“Snatch.” The second film by 
British director Guy Ritchie is a 
masterpiece of sharp dialog, off 
the wall characters and over the 
top violence. The movie stars Ja- 
son Statham, Dennis Farina, 
Brad Pitt, Benicio Del Toro and a 
host of other great British actors 
you may recognize if you've 
seen Ritchie's first film, "Lock 
Stock and Two Smoking 
Barrels." The story follows an 84- 
carat diamond and all the men 
who are trying to get their hands 
on it. The plot weaves in and out 
ata lightning pace, and never 
ceases to shock and delight. 
Why is it a classic? It's the best 
gangster flick since "Goodfellas," 
the funniest movie in recent 
memory, unlike anything you've 
ever seen and unbearably cool. I 
recommend you go out right 
now. and buy it—hell, buy 2 


the director's chair. The film has sub par special effects and add copies. It's well worth it. 
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BY N. J. MCMICHAEL 


Aries (March 21 - Apri! 19) 


You are annoyed by just 
about everything in your sur- 
roundings. It seems that people 
are going out of their way to get 
on your nerves. You need to keep 
your energy in check and not 
waste any time worrying about 
the things around you, Your lucky 
day this week will be Saturday. 
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) 

Your principles will be in 
check this week, but always re- 
member that you are the boss. Sail 
into the next few days with direc- 
tion and a mission. You always 
pull through with your head held 
high, no compromise. Your lucky 
day this week will be Wednesday. 


Hey have You Sean these 
new meal cards for the 


Pors? They're great foe 


whee you're Stuck one 


Thursday, Sept. 18 


Horoscopes 


Gemini (May 21 - June 21) 

You apply the brakes to your 
freewheeling days. There's noth- 
ing dire or drastic about this. You 
might want to back peddle a bit 
and start living it a more reason- 
able pace. Of course, this might 
not go over so well among those 
who were riding the gravy train 
with you. They might be puzzled 
or annoyed by your sudden in- 
flexibility. You'll explain if they'll 
accept the explanation. Your lucky 
day this week will be Tuesday. 
Cancer (June 22 - July 22) 

You're thinking big thoughts 
and taking giant steps. You are 
living your life exactly as you 
plan it. You manage to look your 
best as you go for what you want. 
The confidence that you radiate 


eah, but fee SObucks 
you'd think itwould 
Mitaste a litle better! 


Phi Eta Sigma; 10 a.m, - 12 p.m. 
SGA meeting; 10 a.m. - 12 p.m, 


SSS 3rd year - GROUP 2 - Overview of the Job Search/Grad School 


Process/Job Outlook; 10:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. 


SSS 2nd year - Moving out of the nest?; 10:30 a.m, - 1] a.m. 
SSS 1st year - Unieash Your Monster; 10:30 a.m.-- 11 a.m. 


"A Lesson Before Dying” Rehearsal; 4 p.m. - 10 p.m. 


Friday, Sept. 19 
"A Lesson Before Dying" Performance; 8 p.m. - 10 p.m. 


TEPAR Application Deadline is TODAY!! 
Camping in the Ozarks 


Saturday, Sepf. 20 


"A Lesson Before Dying" Performance; 8 p.m, - 10 p.m. 


Sunday, Sept. 21 


Phi Eta Sigma Induction Ceremony; 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
"A Lesson Before Dying" Performance; 8 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
Zeta Tau Alpha; 4 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Phi Mu; 5 p.m, - 8 p.m. 
Sigma Nu; 7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 


all but guarantees your success. 
Your lucky day this week will be 
Sunday. 

Leo (July 23 - August 22) 

Leo's are proud, but don't get 
discouraged or upset when ex- 
pected to follow certain rules. Be 
very subtle if you want to be ap- 
preciated for what you have. Your 
love life will expand tremendous- 
ly. Your lucky day this week will 
be Monday. 

Virgo (August 23 - Sept, 22) 

Your spirits are high whether 
you're invoking cosmic powers, 
cheering on your team or raising 
a toast. A healthy body generates 
healthy. hopes and dreams. 
Knowing what you can do in- 
spires you to try even harder. 
Your lucky day this week will be 


Saturday. 
Libra (Sept. 23 - October 23) 


You are feeling neglected 
somehow, though you are in the 
middle of the action. You are work- 
ing hard, but to keep your stand- 
ing, you must prove your worth. 
Keep going through the weekend 
and take your break at the begin- 
ning of next week, it will be no- 
ticed. Your lucky day this week 
will be Friday. 


Scorpio (October 24 - Nov. 21) 

As much as you try, you will 
never be understood. However, 
your friends are loyal and will be 
as long as you recognize their val- 
ue. Compromise is a very impor- 
tant skill to you these days. Your 
lucky day this week will be Thurs- 
day. 


Man thet is genre 


hart onthe way 


Monday, Sept. 22 | 
SSS 1st year - How Not to Blow Your TOPS 23; 12 p.m. - 12:30 p.m, 


Tuesday, Sept. 23 
SSS 4th year - Success in the Workplace 24; 10:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
SGA Senator-At-Large Elections begin on Blackboard 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 22) 


Old friends, while important, 
cause some head-butting this 
week. Reset your expectations for 
them and try to relax. They have 
your best interests in mind. If that 
doesn't work, declare a vacation 
before declaring war. Your lucky 
day this week will be Wednesday. 


Capricom (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) 

The decision you were toying 
with last week will rear it's ugly 
head one more time for contempla- 
tion. Think long and hard before 
doing anything rash. Everything is 
going so well right now, no inter- 
ruptions. Your lucky day this week 
will be Tuesday. 


Aquarius (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 
Love is in the air, and you've 
got a lot on your mind. Prioritize 
your time, get the most important 
things taken care of and every- 
thing else will fall into place. Your 
lucky day this week will be Satur- 
day. 
Pisces (February 20 - March 20) 
One good night's sleep this 
week will rejuvenate you like nev- 
er before. If you stop now, the mo- 
mentum you have going will be 
lost, and it will be so hard to get 
back in your routine. You certainly 
can't afford that. Your lucky day 
this week will be Friday. 


“Horoscopes are for entertainment 
purposes only. Not written by a certified 
astrologist. 


Wednesday, Sept.24 He 
Board of Regents Meeting; 8. a.m. - 6 p.m. Cs el 
Church at Red River Bible Study; 6 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. err 
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Zeta Tau Alpha Meeting; 7 p.m. - 9 p.m, a ae 


Thursday, Sept. 25 


SGA meeting; 10. a.m. - 12pm. 


Phi Eta Sigma meeting; 10am.-12am 
SSS 2nd year - DUI: A Powerful Lesson; 7 p.m.-9 p.m. ~ 
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